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way. The Grand Vizier knew him well: he also knew
Ipser Pasha. So when the Englishman went to him
with his tale of woe, he gave credence to the giaour's word,
and found a solution of the problem with a facility possible
only to a Turkish Grand Vizier. Ipser Pasha, it is true,
could not be touched; but Ipser Pasha's accomplice,
the Commissioner of the Customs, could: he was only a
Jew.1

"So that, although Ipser Bassa was the principal agent
and actor, and the Customer but his adviser or setter on,
it was most expedient for all respects that an Imperial
Command and a letter from the Vizier should be sent
to Ipser Bassa and the Cadi, declaring my laments
against the Customer, desiring them to force him imme-
diately to make restitution of the money taken and to
free the goods stopped or else send him up here to answer/'
The Vizier assured the Ambassador that Ipser Pasha
would not disobey the Grand Signer's command for so
small a matter: " The money will be paid/' he said,
" if the Jew be worth it, or his life will go for it."

For such vicarious atonement there was precedent.
Some three years before the Jew's uncle and predecessor
in office had, for a similar injury done to the English of
Aleppo, been, at the Ambassador's instance, " hanged
there before the Custom House door."

Having thus settled the actual trouble, the Ambassador
thought fit to provide for the future also. He besought
the Grand Vizier to remove Ipser Pasha from Aleppo, if

1 In Egypt also the Customs were in the hands of Jews, who
played an analogous role : "A Turk told me one day that the
Jews were the Turks hounds for catching money from the
Franks; for the Turks of themselves are neither malicious nor
cunning enough to chase the prey ; but when once the Jews have
made sure of the game, the Turks come and carry all away."
Thevenot, i. 235.